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I's easy to lir“:.ger in this fetching kitohen, |
which welcomes madern living while
remaining true to its 1916 pe digree.
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A few bones had been thrown ies
way—a coat of paint an the cabinets,
green laminate on cthe countertops, and
white ocragonal rile on the Aoor—bur
they were 1960s stale. They did lic-
tle to disguise the decades of neglece
suffered by rhis once-proud house.

“lc was precty hideous,” Michael
Olafson  admits, recalling the bad
updares and rche archricic mechani-
cal system, barely able to manage o
gasp of warm air on a chilly Minne-
apolis night. Bur he and parener Gary
Bennetct saw something worth saving
in this 1916 structure overlooking
Kenwaood Park.

“It had a really neat feel,” Michael
says. "It bad high ceilings. It was
apen for a house of its age—you can
look chrough six rooms to the park,

OPPOSITE: Dieter waits Tor a treat in the renovated kitchen's galley work zone.
Eliminating a shed-style porch and office nook, mght, opened up the space that
culinary-minded homeowner Gary Bennett needed for serious cooking. It also
enabled him and partner Michael Olafsen to restore the home's three-section
curved window. ARoVE: The 1916 structure is a blend of styles. Praine and Arts
and Crafls fealures mix with Asian style, especially evident in the home's exterior,
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“Before, it wasn'’t a place
anyone would hang out.

Now, 1t’s SO mvitm%.
D

like to

Bur whar really inrerested us was
the architecture.”

The combination of Ares and Cralts
ane Prairie scyle—with a bit of Asian
nuance—compelled Michael and Gary
to buy the beleaguered home. "We
wanted to restore ir,” Michael says.
“And we wanted to modernize it, to do
something more contemporary without
ruining the characrer of the house.”

That was a daunting rask in che
kitchen, a rectangle so tiny that the
fridge had ro be banished to a back
hallway., “We spent the first months
fguring ouc the layour,” Michael says.
“Gary and 1 each came up with our
own drawings, and we also hired a
kitchen designer and a contractor.”

The ream decided thar the answer
was expanding the kitchen into a sur-

People
¢ here”

= Michael Olafson

rounding warren of lictle rooms: a
19705 shed-style porch, a nook thar
had been used as oflice space, u pantry,
and a hallway off the back srairs where
a previous owner had put an elevator
bank. "We gurted the entire space,
floor to ceiling,” Michael says. “Ar
one time, you could look from arcic
to basement,”

Ir gave them rthe clean slare they
needed to create a kitchen chat hes
the classic house and cheir contempo-
rary lifestyle. “Borh Michael and Gary
are sensitive to design,” says Connie
Gustafson, a certified kirchen designer
(CKD) and member of the Narional
Kitchen & Bath Association. "We

worked togecher o evoke che righe
period, the righr derail. They also
entertain a lot, so I wanted to create







oPPosITE: The refarance ta the traditional larm sink is clear, but In crisp stainless steel, the eliect is modern, A tumbled-limestons
backsplash updates the look of classic subway tile. ABOVE LEFT: Gary, a real ostale agent, can check on the dogs and keep in touch
with business deals during his lunch haur, as the kitchen calers lo computers as well as eooking. AROVE RIGHT: Heproduclion
period fixtures light the island, which has a lwo-level design that keeps the cacking zane cloar of the gathering area.

both a secial and a working space.”
The key was planting a furnicure-
look cherry islund ac the kirchen's
hub. On one side, Gustafson ar-
ranged  rraditional  white  custom
cabinets around modern, srainless-
stecl-sleek appliances in an efficient
cooking galley. On the other, con-
remporary barstools offer a perch our
of the work zone yer remain conver-
sationally close to the cook. “Before,
it wasn't @ place anyone  would
hang out,” Michael says. “Now, its
s inviring. People like to be here”
Enhancing the appeal 15 a2 huge

three-section  window  rhar keeps
the space bright and cheerful. "It's
my favorite thing,” Michael says.
“It's beauriful.”

I’z also “ridiculously expensive,” he
admics. Thats because custom manu-
facturing was required ro reproduce
the curves of the original window,
which had been dehiled in a previons
remodel. “Someone had cur off a chird
of itr—rthe third in the office nook,”
Michael says. "They replaced ir wich
u crank-out window."

Bur now the original window open-
ing is back in all its glory, shining
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a spotlight on the dewils—such ag
honed-granire countertops and quar-
tersawn oak Hoors—that have re-
treshed his classic kirchen. “We spend
so much rime here,”" Michael says. I
a place he and Gary can take a gquick
lunch break wich papillons Dierer and
Murphy or linger wich friends over
a glass of wine. "When people come
over, you can't gee them our of here,”
Michael says. “The kirchen is now the
soul of this house,” ®

Kilcham designen: Gonnle Gustedson, CHD

For more infarmation, tum to Sowrces on page 118,




“The kitchen is now the soul of this house.”

— Michaed Olafaon




