before+after:
kitchen

- Old space,
- whole new look

A smarl mix of materials—and plenty of cabinets—added light and function,
all within the same four walls By AMANDA LECKY + Photographs by SUSAN GILMORE
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These daysmost ofusstart a project by considering how little we can do—not how much—to
transform a space. When Lyn and John Matejczyk wanted to rework their dated Minneapolis
kitchen, with its red counters, blue-stained maple floor, and pickled cabinets, they dreamed
about turning it into a giant mudroom and starting fresh in the nearby sunroom. Then cooler
heads prevailed—local architect Todd Hansen being one of them. Together, the trio embarked
on a dramatic but entirely cosmetic update of the kitchen, continuing the same finishes in the
adjacent breakfast room and pantry so that the three spaces worked as one. Hansen chose

materials and finishes for their light-reflecting qualities: beveled white subway tile, Carrara mar- { before}

ble counters, cabinets painted a gray-toned white, and lots of stainless steel. The look is clean

and bright, with an updated traditional feel. Proof positive of the project’s success came when before Lastupdatedin the 1980s, the

the owners had to move for a job change. “When we told our friends Anne and Eric Belzer the kitchen sported countertops the colorof

news,” says John, “Anne immediately asked, ‘Can we have the house?” Today, the Belzers and cuunt[yﬂr_lam and meple floars staimed slectric
. A e > ir Friends® del. “The kitch 1d h blue, ATLET White tile and cabinets, dark-

their three kids are enjoying the fruits of their friends’ remodel. “The itchen sold us on the stained floors, and lots of stainless steel

house,” Anne says. “It’s the one room where all five of us want to spend time.” gave the space a new look and feel.
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+ Bleek open shelves were made by mortising
inexpensive steel brackets into stained maple planks.
Brackets: tkea. Subway tile: Royal Mosa

+Adeep
farmhouse
sink in stainless
steel reinforces
the updated
traditional style of
the space while
hiding dirty dishes.
Sink and faucet:
Waterworks

proadvice

TODDHANSEN, ARCHITECT, MINNEAPOLIS
“A light palette, espi y in

aroom that faces north, looks

brighter when there are "
o hlack elements.” + A wide range hood delineates the cooking area. Bar

contrasting bl
i i pulls on appliances and drawers double as towel bars. Range
and fridge: Viking. Custarn hood: Vent-a-Hood. Cabinets: Admiral
Weod Products. Wide puils: Becker-Beschiage. Knobs: Turnstyle

“Amarble-
topped table,
built by a local
furniture maker,
matches the
counters. Its
raised height,
shelves, and slide-
out cutting boards
allow it to double
as a kitchen island.
Paint: Benyamin
Meare's Pafladian
Biue (walis) and
China White

(cabinets)

TWindows
were painted
glossy black to
echo the floor
stain. The contrast
they provide helps
ground the
gleaming white
walls. Even the
window lifts
coordinate with
the other hardware
in the recom.
Window iifts: ives

FORMORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 102



