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TALENTED ARCHITECTS DESIGN A FARMHOUSE-STYLE RETREAT
'/ FOR A COUPLE WHO FOUND THERE IS NO PLACE LIKE HOME.
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DOUBLE DUTY llurninated
by unadorned, double-hung
windews, the entry hall, foff,
SEMVES &5 8 MUSIC roormm.
AUTHENTIC AMBIEMCE
Simple materials, from the
crisply painled paneied walls
to reclaimed pine flioors,

Figh ena Bluff above Minnesota’s Cannon River, architecs
Christine Albertsson and Todd Hansen faced a test of skill:
Execute the perfect retirement home for a couple with decp

roots in the area and a desire o maintain @ calm, natural
environment on the wooded propery,

Puring months of collaboration, the architects and ¢li-
ents lammered our a comfortable, modern version of farm-
house style, They agreed on stylistic twists thar make the
residence enunently suited w the clients, who eschew (he
overly formal and prefer that their home appear added o
through time, The fexibility and regional Interpretations
of farmhouse vernacular allowed Hansen, who served us
project architeer, o introcduce elements of Fast Coast shin-
gled conntry houses, notably via the exterior and millwork,

REALTIFLIL HOMES SUSMER 3008

contribute charactor, The open
plan biurs the destinction
batwean rooms, allowing an
easy flow for entortaining.

andl the spare aesthetic of classical Swedish interiors in the
whitewashed beams, pancled walls, and wood ceilings.
“Thiz home was 1o be I-‘h‘f.!i'lﬂf andl BENerous, |'L|". THWLT Ve

seale just because it could be,” Hansen says.

In the end, the wilitartan spaces became his favorite,
I recall being inrrgued by the service areas of historical
homes—she working latchen, the scullery, the lanndey
room, and the paniries,” he says. “They alwavs seemed
modern because they were often spare and simple.” The
clients, also excited aboul these rooms, added touches of
strong color. They moved into the home in fall, jest in time
o watch the leaves dn i frowm the trees o the river below
But this tinee, instead of marking an ending, the seasonal
ritual signaled @ new st
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Farmhouse zone

The kitchen has always been the working center of a farm

house. In this modern interpretation, Hansen keeps the

space simple and sensible by selecting hardworking mater-
als in matte finishes and by dividing the kitchen into three

sones defined by counterntop materials chosen for their

function and visual impact,

Honed Gurara marble tkes center stage on the island
and cooking area. A S-inch-thick, 250 ™ wind stabs of butch-
et Beck rops a second island, In the far comer, sminless
steel sheathes the ceanup zone, Fchoing this no-frills ap
proach, the reclaimed pine Hoors are waxed, not sealed,
ancl manre enamel details cabinetry, A shade of dark French
gray grounds base cubinets, while wall-mounr cabinets float
i their coat of white. Simple, sleek hardware and lighting
enhance the functional look and feel while avolding any
country clichés,

EXTRA STORAGE The design utilizes space under the gas

cooktop, above, for pullcut storage. NO WASTED SPACE A
track, rght, secures a kadder 10 reach the topmost cabinate
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Finishing
Touches

phasizes

Architectural Shapes
Abzolute Zero collection,
$11=554, Providence
Artworks, Inc,, B77/884-3382,
providenceariworks.com

=/
Jlikm

Crisp Edges Studic
collection, 34-87, Hickory
Harchware, 877/556-2818,
hickonrhardware com

Gentle Curves Signature
£ Ezzential, 512-%14,
Galleria, 800/218-8083,
gaverighardware. oo

OIS w WALUEE S inilaEn Afvhs eil



e
e
— — j
— b

* (TP ;.._...-.-.nmum-l_d_—nm:-!::-‘- 1

| |
avd




SPECTAGULAR STORAGE
FLOWS FROM KITCHEN
TO PANTRIES.

THE GETAWAY Fecalling mamaries: of her grandparents’’
¥itchen, the hotnaower waitod uqmamay sating ook oroosiE
The casian nw'rigs form and funation in U waly bitween
Mr.hurr aid oo i by rr&a‘rlnn e recm for Ispia;r

PEEKAED@ h'ﬂ!.!l far ﬂﬁtﬂr‘iﬂlmng MiEES J_J:i;hes oift
Ahrough the shding doot, above aft; from tha. Clﬂ.llﬂup Lnna.rn_ E
fhe:pantry for attention laten Dwf..-.th. -1[135,+‘J.~ suhu.ay tllee ara
dxit-inehes, a scaladsup varsion for a medsrm iwh

PAST PERFECT IrLupa'rér:I-rr,.-' {he butler's pantries: of 193t
homes,; thls new ﬁqnw;abava right; s the hemeowners lﬁmt"lta
Tz, Siie sloms EIJ'IT.M:]UFr linghs; sltver, glasswars, and saverst
seiz of dishes there. A deep Tanihouse sink ‘secand dizhwashar,
afid opén shelves make claanup easy. The & {act dasigned -rh.a
roliing: !addet {ur s in both the Kitchen and p&ﬂfr\'

WHHE GN WH|TE F'awnn rsmful ﬂtl' 'hun 1o i w Iht




Farmhouse flair

Architects Christine Albertsson and Todd Hansen took their clients” wish
list and created a functional floor plan that melds the best of open, shared
spaces, private retreats, and speclalized functions. Features such as the
exercise room and in-law suite adapt the home to the owners’ lifeslyle.

Gathering spot an
\\ upstairs living area works as a
™, cozy retreat off the bedrooms.

Separate retreat
A corner allows privacy for
shared living arrangaments.

UPPER LEVEL
3,664 sq. fi.

Light source s
sunroom bBrings in natural
warmth and sunshine—
espacially nice i a ragion
with long, cold winters

Neatness counts A MAIN LEVEL
mudrgom Is a necessity in 4,784 sq. ft.
a climate with snow—and

messy spng thaws,

74 BEAUTIFUL HOMES SUMMER 2008
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QUIET RETREAT The vauited
celng, with exposad beams,
laft, and stone fireplace
comrbute to the vacation feal
ol the master bedmam,
HALLWAY ACCESS A
cabinet-shia built-in with glass
doors, beow, adds display
space in the master suile,
which includes a generousty
gized dressing roomdcloset.

Cabin cozy

Far from the secondary Bedrooms on the upper level, the

mmster Decroom and bathroom also provide a quier haven
From the main living area. For a psychological and plhysical
shift, Hansen changed the Nooring in this private space o
chony-stamed maple and designed the bedroom o appear
as il it were added on 1w the home later,

The painted cathedral cetling, with exposed white-
wished beums, and walls are paneled. The stone fireplace
anchors the room and acts as a cogy spol for morming coffee
aned o newspaper or o guien evening conversation,

Incleed, entering the room feels much like escaping o
a vacation cabin at the end of the day,
dochitects Todd Hansen deod Christine Alberlsson
Duidsr Peter Mckinnon
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and ud;ipfﬂh'h’u ACl|I.[SI‘B.bIﬂ El'IEIL'H
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e window, dghl Bdd sonven
flogr shice. Namow trim adds a i




