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“Ryvoran !

A Minneapolis architect with an
expansive design vision and a
modernist eye is all about keeping
it personal, one room at a time.
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i o coglid dramy & map of the makmg of Conmnie
Lindor's caseer as an architect, the route wonld
b= exreisitoun. The diots can be connected T,
baie the endd poine woalid have been hared o pre
et booking forward, She prew up in a serses o
small, mosgly wiremarkable Minnesota towns
For amusensent she did things ke creating
mislatiare hotel pooms from cardboard boses, As a young
waman, she stadicd seaence and then worked in Londan
fr pwn years before joimmg the Peace Coms b teach
lsigh scheal biloggy and chemassoy m Fiji
T began to see how difforently we all live,” says
Limbar. “In Fui, they bve eomumunally, in one room with
four doers. In Emgland, evervthing 15 stacked, with
small, private spaces. But wherever, owever we live, we
waiil it ba be '|=-rru|n.|l [ twticend how the volunieers in
the Peace Corps all brought their stuff from home to
make the cnvironmeent their own.®
This slservation, combined with an intrinsic sym
pathy for simple, modern design in the classic modeeniss
stvles of Mies van der Bohe and his COMLEET A
tofchbseares (ke Renzo Piann), led ber oo |‘||_".':~In|'| X
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approach vo design thar i pune Lindoc “The ultimage
envirpnmenr s personal,” she says. "I the architectune
% '\.ll'l'll'lll" l'|'l|"||lh"|l. :fl'lll Can F||:1'\|||-|.||1_|:: |:_‘

In zoan, slver CAMEE hier architecture dcgrrt from
the Universiey of Minnedota, Lmdor opened Redburered
with partmer Scotr Mucllaer, The home fumishings
shoge festiured a thougheful mix of modern picces tha
were infommed by Lindos's moanced appreciation of
roth-cenmury design. Althaugh the pair have boch left
retail for Fll-vime careers a8 archatects (Lindor wich
Julie Snow Architects, one of the country’s best young
firms}, some of Lindors retal costomers became design
chients, including the woman who fives in this o
cownhouse by the Cabifornia anchitect Mark Mack,
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he: three-story stucco-and-glasy complex, o

project designed by Mack to beimg a big of

the West Coast lifestyde 1o Minneapolis,

seemid progressive for the Kenwood neigh

Iserhunel i the minf roepes. The upscale area

is filled with stately formal hoemes from thi

exrly 2oth century Yet, perched pist wp the kil from the

contemparary Walker Art Museom, the Mack complex,

with s modest scale and modernet moes, sceoms aght

at lwwnae, The units were o perfect fit for homeawners

seeking light amd open space, and Limbor's elient, a
former real estate agene, was among the first to by

A fan of Redlurered, the client ealled Lindor when

she was ready to embark on a2 tramsformation of the

jono-square-foot home. 1t was a mutoally respectdul

meeting of the minds. Limdbor brought o the tible a

sixth sense bor the mamnage of the inteleotuald and the

aestheetic, The client and her former hushand had been

aviel it collectors and travelers, anad she hal develaped

a kotn sense B he capacity of desagn bo cxprcss a paoine
of vicw The sofi-spaken, meflective Lindor seemed o
affer everything she wantesl

*1 immedhiately apprecested Macks orginal work,”
savs Linclor. “My approach was 1o neatralize the paberee
af the architecture so that we could ket the chents
stroqgg, colorful art and persooal callections be the foa-
fured objects 0 oan essentally white volome.® She
resoarechully allowed the exinting bhie window frames
and cherrey Kitchen cabinets w0 romain by cooding down
thee test af the space. Maple ifoors were washed iy pale
gray, amil local artesg Thareyl Ohovo findshed walls i silky
wliite Venetian ph'lh'r.

It Ehee Limschor redesigin, 1he kich
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Connie Lindor's Inspirations

Tm precision, repetition snd cantial, She's rack and roll®
syl Connde Lindow, pointing eut the differnces between
har awn style and that of et efient's. Bid that male the
celisboration challenging? Linder tays no. *1F made it fun.
Adter shopping all day for lismiuwie in L., we would shop
far clothing. | enjoyed watehing ber pick cut sunglazses! She
hax such & senss foe the arttitic, 1he dlightly off, the crganic™
Linsdors own tasbes reflect Bt mindmalist, machine-masde
nasthatic, including Jil Sasder clatking, the classic lines of
A BMW, 1960% op atist Bricget Riley, paintor Agnos Hartin
and contempodany architect Thaimas Phifer. By conbrast, hes
thient's prefenence Tor sofmatins edgy, handmade forms
showe up in & palnting by Talking Maeads leed singor David
Gyrne and the semsual handblown pendant lighting, heng
*precizoly™ off-balarsce in e direng srea. “Char implatjons
ore @ conbrasl, ard that,” condirmd Lingos, "in what dovel-
oped the richoess in this pralect ®
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appily, bath Lindor and her chicns

love shopping becawse they had 4 loe

of space to Al They began gheir

furniture spree in Los Angeles,

sarting at Diva Furniture, 8 favorie

of the homcowner’s. On the firs
day, they chose a sensual mohair sofa for the living
mmam; for the bedroom, they selecred o bed and bench
that are covered in matching high-cheen faux keather A
bit of lane wit was stirred into the siboerscoreen
i with Ingo Maurer's fanciful Band, Bind, Bird chande-
lier andd M pendane lights from Baccarar,

Mext, Lindor suggested Teenticth, "For someonc
who beves innovation in design, this was her place. Tr is
almeosr curatorial,” she says. The homeowner buoyanely
sdmits, * | was so excited. It all spoke o me.” Here they
found the coumrelike VIP chairs by Marcel Wanders
foar the dining room and Ress Lovegrove's Loveser chair
frar lounging on the patin. They also found the hand-
belorwm pemdans tluat bang over the dining table, African
ladders and the reproduction Serge Mouille Asor ksmp,

“This was an cvolutionary projecr,” save Lindor
"Wich a clicn as sophisticaced as this, you work as part-
ners.” As the highly invelved client recalls, “Where we
starced is not ar all where we ended up. It is oally dif-
ferent from what | thought it would be, Tn the end, 1
gt emactly what 1 waneed ™

"Whar I most love about ber” Lindor sms of her
client, i thar she lves so casually gnd invimaely with
such beaugiful things. They aren’s ‘precious’ (o her, They
are personal.” @

S Resmurces, Lant pager.

Hailywenod glomsour spired 1he i bed Dacdrpsm Abows

1 Tha curyy Afeshke § chasrs irgim Bemi Lohaion am up-

hialatered in Monpolisn Lemb, whils "BaikFuibe A° makes

theatrical lioor-to-coiling draperiss. Righl: The reflective
headboard and banch From the Aptp collection by Mass

alte [oovened in Sucidan, Marsham's Baus-Bruihad-shesd
tutric) cinange color with 1he Bghl, Inom siver o Bvendar.
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